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Synopsis

This book uncovers what might seem to be a dark side of the American dream: the New World from
the viewpoint of those who decided not to stay. At the core of the volume are the life histories of
people who left New England during the British Civil Wars and Interregnum, 16404 “1660. More
than a third of the ministers who had stirred up emigration from England deserted their flocks to
return home. The colonistsa ™ stories challenge our perceptions of early settlement and the
religious ideal of New England as a "City on a Hill." America was a stage in their journey, not an end
in itself.Susan Hardman Moore first explores the motives for migration to New England in the 1630s
and the rhetoric that surrounded it. Then, drawing on extensive original research into the lives of
hundreds of migrants, she outlines the complex reasons that spurred many to brave the Atlantic
again, homeward bound. Her book ends with the fortunes of colonists back home and looks at the
impact of their American experience.Of exceptional value to studies of the connections between the
Old and New Worlds, Pilgrims contributes to debates about the nature of the New England

experiment and its significance for the tumults of revolutionary England.
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Customer Reviews

The title of this work uses the word "Pilgrims" but as explained in the introductory material this word
is not used to refer to separatists that settled Plymouth, but rather is to be taken in the generic
sense of a religious person making a pilgrimage. The question that is considered relates to why so

many Puritans who left England, later returned. The traditional answer to this question has been that



with the depression in New England the 1640s and the ascendancy of the puritan faction in
England, not only did people stop emigrating but several, including such noted figures as Hugh
Peter, decided to return. Rather than using generic reasons, Susan Hartman Moore, delves into the
lives of many individuals to show the variety of experiences and beliefs that compelled individuals to
return. In this context the experience in Boston is not seen as a & cecity on a hilla « for others to
imitate but more of an experiment. We see puritans in England working through parish churches to
create various degrees of & cecovenanteda « communities and at various degrees of difference from
the Church of England. The author has an excellent understanding of the diversity of puritan thought
and brings this out with a number of well-written vignettes. However, | did notice in the footnotes
that several statements are documented by referencing secondary rather than primary sources. | do
not mean to imply any problem with her scholarship, but only wish the footnotes had been more
detailed so that we could regularly know which original sources were being used. No doubt this is
due to publishers demands of keeping the text shorter.This is an excellent book, particularly if you
have read David Cressya ™s & ceComing Over.a « You will get a deeper understanding of the
diversity of puritan thought and a new perspective on the role of New England within the puritan

movement.

| ordered this book because | am researching ancestors for this period who were involved in the
Puritan movement, the English Civil War, and the migration to New England. This fulfilled all my
expectations, giving me the information | had hoped for, many additional sources to research, and -
amazingly, | discovered that the subject of her prologue and prompt for this book was a neighbor of
my ancestor in 17th C.London. Footnotes are specially complete and worth reading, and the body of
the work fascinating, scholarly but not dull. This work explains many of the puzzles of 17th C

England to 21st C.Americans.If you're interested in colonial America, you should read this.

HIGHLY RECOMMEND THIS BOOK! Super easy read, | learned information | didn’t know about our
first American settlers. If you like the early pilgrims and American/English history highly recommend

you check this book out!

A wonderful read!
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